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Abstract: In this paper, the connections among the theory of cyclotomy, partial difference

sets and strongly regular graphs are studied. By means of cyclotomy, a new family of partial

difference sets are constructed and new properties of cyclotomic numbers are obtained in reverse.
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1 Introduction

The word cyclotomy (German, “Kreistheilung”) means “circle-division” and refers to
the problem of dividing the circumference of the unit circle into a given number, n, of arcs
of equal lengths. By the theory of cyclotomy, we shall mean the special attack upon this
problem discovered by Gauss in connection with the ruler-and-compass construction of the
regular polygon of n sides.

Let q = ef +1 be an odd prime power, and let θ be a fixed primitive element of GF∗(q).
Define D

(e,q)
i = θi(θe), where (θe) denotes the multiplicative subgroup generated by θe. The

cosets D
(e,q)
i are called the index classes or cyclotomic classes of order e with respect to

GF(q).
For fixed i and j, we define (i, j)(e)q to be the number of solutions of the equation

zi + 1 = zj (zi ∈ D
(e,q)
i , zj ∈ D

(e,q)
j ),

where 1 = x0 is the multiplicative unit of GF∗(q). That is, (i, j) is the number of ordered
pairs such that

xes+i + 1 = xet+j (0 ≤ s, t ≤ f − 1).

These constants (i, j)(e)q are called cyclotomic numbers of order e with respect to GF(q),
(i, j) in short if without any confusion. For more information about cyclotomic theory, one
may be referred to [1] and [2–4].
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It is easy to check the elementary relationships between the cyclotomic numbers.
(1) For any integers m,n, (i + me, j + ne) = (i, j).
(2) (i, j) = (e− i, j − i).

(3) (i, j) =

{
(j, i), if f is even,

(j + e/2, i + e/2), if f is odd.

(4)
e−1∑
j=0

(i, j) = f − θi, where θi =





1, if f is even and i = 0,

1, if f is odd and i = e/2,

0, otherwise.

(5)
e−1∑
i=0

(i, j) = f − ηj , where ηj =

{
1, if j = 0,

0, otherwise.
In 1953, Lehmer [5] established a simple and powerful connection between the theory

of cyclotomy and the existence of difference sets. Since then, more and more difference
sets were established by means of cyclotomic method. And also, some new properties of
cyclotomy were achieved from the existence of difference sets.

Definition 1.1 A partial difference set D is a subset of a group G with the property
that every nonidentity element of D can be represented λ times as a difference between a pair
of elements in D while every nonidentity element of G \D can be represented µ times as a
difference between a pair of elements in D. Likewise, partial difference sets have parameters
(v, k, λ, µ) associated with them, where v = |G|, k = |D|, and λ and µ are as described
above.

In 1963, Bose [6] introduced the concept of strongly regular graphs.

Definition 1.2 An undirected graph without loops and multiple edges on v vertices
is called a (v, k, λ, µ)-strongly regular graph if it is regular with valency k, and each adjacent
pair of vertices has λ vertices, which are adjacent to both of them, also each non-adjacent
pair of vertices has µ vertices, which are adjacent to both of them.

Clearly a disconnected strongly regular graph is a disjoint union of complete graphs
of equal size. The complement of a strongly regular graph with parameters (v, k, λ, µ) is
also a strongly regular graph with parameters (v, v − k − 1, v − 2k + µ− 2, v − 2k + λ). In
consequence, we have the trivial necessary condition v−2k +µ−2 ≥ 0 for the existence of a
strongly regular graph. A simple counting argument shows that we also have the necessary
condition k(k − 1) = kλ + (v − k − 1)µ. For more information, one can be refered to [7–9].

As it is known that partial difference sets can be used to construct strongly regular
graphs.

Suppose D is a (v, k, λ, µ) partial difference set in G. Let the elements of G be vertices
of a graph, and join two vertices v1, v2 with an edge if v1 − v2 ∈ D. For all vertices v, they
will have k edges going into them because each will be connected to v + d for all d ∈ D. If
we consider two vertices v1, v2, connected to a vertex x, then x − v1 ∈ D and x − v2 ∈ D.
By taking (x − v1) − (x − v2) = v1 − v2, this shows that there must be λ values for x if
v1 − v2 ∈ D and µ values for x if v1 − v2 ∈ G \D. Thus if there is a partial difference set,
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there exist a strongly regular graph with the same parameters. So in this paper, we equate
the two concepts if without confusion.

In this paper, we firstly give a construction of a family of partial difference sets which
also means the existence of strongly regular graphs with the same parameters. Then we get
new properties of cyclotomic numbers.

2 Construction of Partial Difference Sets and Strongly Regular Graphs

Denote q = ef +1, let D = {(a, b) : a, b ∈ Di at the same time, i runs from 0 to e−1},
so we have |G| = q2, |D| = (q − 1)2

e
. We will discuss the set D in group G according to the

value of e.

2.1 e = 2, 3, 4, 6

In this subsection, q = 2f + 1,

D = {(a, b) : a, b are squares or nonsquares at the same time}.

When e = 2, by the properties, the cyclotomic numbers are given as follows. If q ≡ 1
(mod 4), then

(0, 0)q =
q − 5

4
, (0, 1)q = (1, 0)q = (1, 1)q =

q − 1
4

.

If q ≡ 3 (mod 4), then

(0, 0)q = (1, 0)q = (1, 1)q =
q − 3

4
, (0, 1)q =

q + 1
4

.

We can compute the differences directly from the cyclotomic numbers, no matter f is
odd or even.

• (a, 0) appears as a difference, where a 6= 0. That is, (a, 0) = (a1, b1)− (a2, b1).

Table 1

(a2 b1)+ (a 0)= (a1 b1) the number of the solutions

D0 D0 D0 D0 D0
q − 1

2
((0, 0) + (1, 1))

D1 D1 D1 D1 = f(f − 1)

D0 D0 D1 D0 D0
q − 1

2
((1, 1) + (0, 0))

D1 D1 D1 D1 = f(f − 1)

• (0, b), where b 6= 0, is the same as the above case, that is, (0, b) appears f(f −1) times.

• (a, b) ∈ D appears as a difference, that is (a, b) = (a1, b1) − (a2, b2), (ai, bi) ∈ D, i =
1, 2.
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Table 2

(a2 b2)+ (a b)= (a1 b1) the number of the solutions
D0 D0 D0 D0 D0 D0

D0 D0 D1 D1 (0, 0)2 + (0, 1)2 + (1, 0)2 + (1, 1)2

D1 D1 D0 D0 = f2 − f + 1
D1 D1 D1 D1

D0 D0 D1 D1 D0 D0

D0 D0 D1 D1 the same number,
D1 D1 D0 D0 f2 − f + 1
D1 D1 D1 D1

We can see from the table that (a, b) ∈ D appears as many times as the sum of the
squares of all the cyclotomic numbers.

• (a, b) 6∈ D and a 6= 0, b 6= 0. (a, b) = (a1, b1)− (a2, b2).

Table 3

(a2 b2)+ (a b)= (a1 b1) the number of the solutions
D0 D0 D0 D1 D0 D0

D0 D0 D1 D1 (0, 0)(1, 1) + (0, 1)(1, 0) + (1, 0)(0, 1) + (1, 1)(0, 0)
D1 D1 D0 D0 = f(f − 1)
D1 D1 D1 D1

D0 D0 D1 D0 D0 D0

D0 D0 D1 D1 the same number,
D1 D1 D0 D0 f(f − 1)
D1 D1 D1 D1

Hence, above all,

dD(a, b) =





1
e
(q − 1)2, a = 0, b = 0;

f2 − f + 1, (a, b) ∈ D;

f(f − 1), else.

Obviously, D is a partial difference set with parameters

(q2,
1
2
(q − 1)2,

1
4
(q2 − 4q + 7),

1
4
(q2 − 4q + 3)).

It corresponds to a (q2,
1
2
(q − 1)2,

1
4
(q2 − 4q + 7),

1
4
(q2 − 4q + 3))-strongly regular graph.

Example 1 When e = 2, f = 1, q = 3 = 2× 1 + 1. In GF(q), D0 = {1}, D1 = {2},
so

G = GF(q)× GF(q) = {(0, 0), (0, 1), (0, 2), (1, 0), (1, 1), (1, 2), (2, 0), (2, 1), (2, 2)},
D = {(a, b) : a, b ∈ Di at the same time, i = 0, 1} = {(1, 1), (2, 2)}.
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Obviously, D is a (9, 2, 1, 0) partial difference set. The corresponding strongly regular graph
is Figure 1, which is disconnected.

Figure 1: (9, 2, 1, 0) strongly regular graph

Example 2 When f = 2, q = 5 = 2× 2 + 1. In GF(q), D0 = {1, 4}, D1 = {2, 3}, so

D = {(1, 1), (1, 4), (4, 1), (4, 4), (2, 2), (2, 3), (3, 2), (3, 3)}.

It is easy to check that D is a (25, 8, 3, 2) partial difference set. The corresponding strongly
regular graph is Figure 2.

Figure 2: (25, 8, 3, 2) strongly regular graph

When e = 3, 4, 6, following the same process, we have proved that when q = ef + 1 is

a prime power, there exist (q2,
1
e
(q − 1)2, f2 + (e− 3)f + 1, f(f − 1)) partial difference sets,

and also exist strongly regular graphs with the same parameters. Enlightened by the so trim
form, we conjecture that the above result may also be true for other “e”s.

2.2 For General e

Theorem 2.1 Let D =
e−1⋃
i=0

(Di ×Di), where Di ×Di stands for {(x, y) | x, y ∈ Di}.
Then D is a partial difference set in ( GF(q)⊕ GF(q),+).
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We will prove the theorem by using character theory and a property of Gauss periods.
Let GF(q) be the finite field of order q, where q = pt, p is a prime. Let q = ef + 1,

where e > 1, and let g be a primitive element of GF(q). We use the following standard
notation ψ1 : GF(q) → C is the additive character of GF(q) such that ψ1(x) = ξ

Tr(x)
p ,

where ξp is a complex primitive pth root of unity and Tr is the absolute trace from GF(q).

D0 = 〈ge〉, Di = giD0, ∀i, 0 ≤ i ≤ e− 1,

ηi =
∑
x∈Di

ψ1(x) := ψ1(Di)

are the Gauss periods.
The following well-known character theoretic characterizations of abelian partial differ-

ence sets will be used in our proof.

Lemma 2.2 Let G be an abelian group of order v and D be a subset of G with
{d−1 : d ∈ D} = D. Then D is a (v, k, λ, µ) partial difference set in G if and only if, for any
character χ of G,

∑
d∈D

χ(d) =

{
k, if χ is princpal on G,
β±
√

β2+4γ

2
, if χ is nonprincipal on G,

where β = λ− µ; γ = k − λ if e ∈ D, and γ = k − µ if e 6∈ D.

Proof of Theorem 2.1. Let ψa ⊗ ψb be a character of ( GF(q)⊕ GF(q),+). Then

ψa ⊗ ψb(D) =
e−1∑
i=0

ψa(Di)ψb(Di).

If a = 0 or b = 0 (but not both), then one easily sees that ψa ⊗ ψb(D) = −f .
If a 6= 0 and b 6= 0, then

ψa ⊗ ψb(D) =
e−1∑
i=0

ψagi(D0)ψbgi(D0).

Let ab−1 = gl. Then ψa ⊗ ψb(D) =
e−1∑
i=0

ηiηi+l. Now note the following property of Gauss

periods
e−1∑
i=0

ηiηi+l = qδl,0 − f, where δl,0 = 1 if l = 0 and it equals 0 otherwise. We have

ψa ⊗ ψb(D) = q − f or − f.

Therefore we have shown that the character sum ψa ⊗ ψb(D) takes two values q − f, −f as
ψa ⊗ ψb runs through all nontrivial characters of ( GF(q)⊕ GF(q),+). This proves that D

is a partial difference set.

It is not difficult to check the parameters are (q2,
(q − 1)2

e
, f2 + (e− 3)f + 1, f(f − 1)).
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From the point of the strongly regular graphs, suppose q = ef + 1 is a prime power.
Construct a graph G with q2 vertices. Label these vertices with (a, b), here (a, b) ∈ GF(q)×
GF(q). Let D = {Di×Di : i = 0, 1, · · · , e−1}. Call (a, b) ∼ (a′, b′) iff (a−a′ (mod q), b−b′

(mod q)) ∈ D, we usually omit the “ (mod q)” if with none confusion. Since for any vertex

(a, b), (a, b) ∼ (a, b) + D, so the degree of (a, b) is |D| = 1
e
(q − 1)2. By Theorem 2.1, G is a

(q2,
(q − 1)2

e
, f2 + (e− 3)f + 1, f(f − 1)) strongly regular graph.

3 The New Properties of Cyclotomic Numbers

Since we have proved the existence of the partial difference sets, we can use it to get
some properties of cyclotomic numbers in return.

As it is known that for a (v, k, λ, µ) partial difference set D, every nonidentity element
of D can be represented λ times as a difference between a pair of elements in D while every
nonidentity element of G \ D can be represented µ times as a difference between a pair of
elements in D.

On the other hand, for any element (a, b), it can be represented as (a1, b1) − (a2, b2),
here (a1, b1), (a2, b2) ∈ D.

(1) (a, b) ∈ D.

λ =
e−1∑
i=0

e−1∑
j=0

(i, j)2.

(2) (a, b) 6∈ D.
¦ a = 0 or b = 0, but not both.

µ =
q − 1

e

e−1∑
i=0

(i, i) = f(f − 1);

¦ a 6= 0 and b 6= 0. Suppose (a, b) ∈ Di ×Dj , 0 ≤ i, j ≤ e− 1, i 6= j,

µ =
e−1∑
m=0

e−1∑
n=0

(m− i, n− i)(m− j, n− j).

So we get the new properties of cyclotomic numbers.
Theorem 3.1 Suppose q = ef + 1 is a prime power. The cyclotomic numbers satisfy

(1)
e−1∑
i=0

e−1∑
j=0

(i, j)2 = f2 + (e− 3)f + 1;

(2)
e−1∑
m=0

e−1∑
n=0

(m− i, n− i)(m− j, n− j) = f(f − 1) for all 0 ≤ i, j ≤ e− 1, i 6= j.
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一类新的部分差集以及分圆数的新性质

张 媛,彭 茂

(南京信息工程大学数学与统计学院, 江苏南京 210044)

摘要: 本文研究了分圆理论与部分差集, 强正则图的关系. 利用分圆方法, 构造了一类新的部分差集,

并反过来得到了分圆数的一些新性质.
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